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Club News

Membership Renews
Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These 
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3rd Thursday of every month) or 
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this 
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145, 
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each 
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1st

of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to 
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club 
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934

Battle Creek, MI 49016

Other News

ARRL Iowa Section Wins Ham
Exemption to Handsfree Law

ARRL volunteers in the Iowa Section have cause to celebrate. Their 
state-level advocacy work on behalf of amateur radio has resulted in 
an exemption to the state’s handsfree law that covers ham operators.

Iowa Senate File 22 (SF22), a bill addressing distracted driving, had 
been in development since 2020. Former ARRL Section Manager Lelia
Garner, WAØUIG, and Iowa Section State Government Liaison Alan 
Erickson, WBØOAV, played a crucial role in fostering and maintaining 
key legislative relationships. Over the course of five years, they 
navigated the legislative process to ensure the continued exemption for
amateur radio operators.

The COVID-19 pandemic and political opposition to the measure 
ground the bill to a halt, but the ARRL Iowa Section volunteers 
continued to engage in the process and ensure that amateur radio was
represented as the legislature finally took the bill back up. The final 
language of the bill included, “The provisions of this subsection do not 
apply to … A person using a two-way radio transmitter or receiver who 
is licensed with the federal communications commission in amateur 
radio service.”

Being proactive about sharing the good work amateur radio operators 
do was key. “We presented a carefully crafted exemption proposal, 
backed by evidence of our contributions as a radio service," said 
Garner.

The texting bill (SF22) passed the Iowa Senate with a vote of 47-1 on 
March 18, 2025, and the Iowa House passed it on March 26, 2025 with
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   Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check

out these upcoming contests!

International Digital Contest
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6 
Meters
Mode: Digital
Date: 06/07 – 06/08
URL: www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest

June VHF
Bands: Above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/14 – 06/15
URL: www.arrl.org/june-vhf

Kids Day
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 17, 15, 12, and 10 
Meters
Mode: Phone, Digital
Date: 06/21
URL: www.arrl.org/kids-day

Field Day
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 Meters 
and above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/28 – 06/29
URL: www.arrl.org/field-day

*A more thorough listing of upcoming 
Contests can be found on the ARRL's 
web page ContestCalendar, 
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar 

a vote 54-11. On April 2, 2025, it was signed by Governor Kim 
Reynolds and goes into effect July 1, 2025.

The process encouraged Erickson. "Every legislator I spoke with 
appreciated the public service that licensed amateur radio provides. 
They also acknowledged the responsibility demonstrated by amateur 
radio operators. I was impressed by their willingness to exempt 
amateur radio from their texting bill, and was also humbled that we 
have a duty to preserve this awesome reputation."

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-iowa-section-wins-ham-exemption-to-
handsfree-law

HamSCI Call for Operators and Monitors
2025

HamSCI, Ham Radio Science Citizen Investigation, is preparing now 
for a series of meteor scatter (MS) experiments later this year and 
need amateur radio operators to help.

While the target storms are in August (Perseids) and December 
(Geminids) preparation and testing is already underway. This is a 
combination 'special event' and a contest to generate contact data 
during meteor scatter events using 10 meters and 6 meters. 2025 
contest rules will be released shortly.

To be successful, this effort needs operators, both active and passive. 
Operators are needed to be active (calling CQ) on MSK144 or passive,
if possible, reporting via PSK Reporter as 'monitors'.

The best times are early morning hours prior to 10M opening to F2 
propagation. Meteor scatter propagation occurs well below F2 and is 
supported in or near the E layer where the meteor ionization tracks 
occur. Saturday mornings are being used regularly to announce and 
coordinate 10M contacts using Ping Jockey Central. Announcements 
are also made on the Front Range Six Meter groups.io due to the 
substantial number of meteor scatter operators in that group.

The upcoming April-Lyrids shower is an excellent time to set up your 
equipment and join with other operators preparing for the events later 
this year. If you do not have the time to be active, at least set up 
passive reporting. PSK Reporter currently has scarce 10M MSK144 
monitors; so we need to increase those numbers during the early 
morning hours. Eventually, the HamSci team will be collecting operator
contact information, but for now, all that is required is for participants to
report through PSK Reporter. For more information on the operating 
guidelines for the activity, please visit Meteor Scatter QSO Party 
Guidelines | HamSCI .

HamSCI serves as a means for fostering collaboration between 
professional researchers and amateur radio operators. It assists in 
developing and maintaining standards and agreements between all 
people and organizations involved. Its goals are to advance scientific 
research and understanding through amateur radio activities, 
encourage the development of modern technologies to support this 
research and provide educational opportunities for the amateur 
community and the public.

For more information about HamSCI and to join our mailing list, please 
visit our website www.hamsci.org.
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

04/19/2025
SJCARC Hamfest
Location: Centreville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: St. Joseph County 
Amateur Radio Club
Site: 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sjcarc-
hamfest

05/16/2025 – 05/18/2025
Hamvention
Location: Xenia, OH
Type: Hamfest
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association
Site: https://hamvention.org/

06/07/2025
FCARC Summer Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur 
Radio Club
Site: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest

06/07/2025
IRA Hudsonville Hamfest
Location: Hudsonville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Independent Repeater 
Association
Site: http://www.w8ira.org

06/08/2025
Crossroads Hamfest
Location: Marshall, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Southern Michigan 
Amateur Radio Society
Site: http://www.w8df.com

06/14/2025
Midland Amateur Radio Club Swap
Location: Midland, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Midland Amateur Radio 
Club
Site: http://www.w8kea.org

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/hamsci-call-for-operators-and-monitors-
2025

Fram2 Astronaut Conducts First
Amateur Radio Contacts from SpaceX

Dragon
Rabea Rogge, LB9NJ/KD3AID, a private astronaut on the crew of the 
Fram2 mission, has conducted the first amateur radio contacts from 
aboard a SpaceX Dragon capsule. The Fram2 flight sets many firsts, 
including being the first crewed mission to do polar orbits of the Earth, 
and Rogge became the first German woman in space.

The mission is funded and commanded by cryptocurrency billionaire 
Chun Wang. He wrote on X (formerly Twitter) about the first day of the 
mission, “Rabea spent some time on the ham radio, making contact 
with Berlin.”

Rogge is using a battery powered Icom IC-705 aboard the flight. She’s 
transmitting SSTV images on 437.550 MHz for a youth amateur radio 
competition called Fram2Ham. Rogge will send images from polar 
regions that have been broken into digital puzzle pieces, which 
students must assemble.

More information can be found on www.fram2ham.com. 

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/fram2-astronaut-conducts-first-amateur-
radio-contacts-from-spacex-dragon

KB6NU at the South Pole (well, my
study guides anyway)

A week ago, I got the following email from David Williams, who’s 
working at the United States Antarctic Program NSF Amundson-Scott 
South Pole Station. According to their website, “the station is the 
southernmost year-round research station in the world, and supports 
scientific studies in astronomy, astrophysics, aeronomy, auroral 
studies, geospace research, meteorology, geomagnetism, seismology, 
earth-tide measurements and glaciology. The station’s geographic 
location allows unique astronomical observations, benefiting from clear,
dry air and the absence of light pollution.”

David writes:

Greetings,

I want to thank you for writing your study guide- A few of us 
down here for Winter are going for Ham radio licenses and part 
of the study materials we are using includes your PDFs.

Our equipment down here requires a General class at 
minimum. We would use it to contact McMurdo Station in an 
emergency.

I’m very new to the hobby but it’s really interesting to learn 
about! We will all go for our licenses after a few weeks of study 
likely.

How cool is that? I’m glad that they’re able to use my study guides, and
I hope that a bunch of them get their licenses.

Article courtesy of https://www.kb6nu.com/random-notes-kb6nu-at-the-south-pole-
operating-w7p-rf-in-the-shack/
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Meeting Minutes 03/20/2025

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

We have 16 in attendance tonight

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Hamfest – The Hamfest will be held June 

8th (Sunday morning) at the Calhoun 
County Fairgrounds. Setup will be the day
before (June 7th). Matt has 2 vendors 
who’ve committed so far. 

• Skywarn – Bret reported that they had 13 
attendees at the Auxcomm meeting this 
past Tuesday. At the meeting, he spent ½ 
hr going over Winlink. There will be 
further presentations on Winlink. The 
sirens and issues with the transmit site 
were discussed. A new transmit site is 
being installed at Sonoma Elementary. 
Calhoun County has approved additional 
investment in the siren system. Emmett 
Twp might be installing some sirens (they 
currently don’t have any). Unlike 
Kalamazoo County, Calhoun does not 
plan to do away with the warning sirens. 
This Sunday morning, the CERT group 
will be at Ft. Custer to offer support 
(medical and water stations) for the 
Norwegian March. SKYWARN Spotter 
training will be on March 29th at KCC 
Davidson Building from 10AM-noon. 
Grand Rapids NWS will be presenting. 
There is no pre-registration and no fee to 
attend. CERT class is April 4th-5th and 
12th at the Department of Public Works. 
May 3rd will be the state simulated 
emergency test (SET). Bret said if anyone
is interested in MARS to see him. Training
must be completed within 180 days, then 
18 hours per quarter (voice and digital) 
participation is required. A background 
check is also required.

• Field Day – June Field Day will be held at 
the Calhoun County Fairgrounds. The club 
is considering not having all three trailers 
out there this year as they weren’t all being 
used for the 24-hour period last year. Like 
last year, we will have a GOTA station. 
Work-day for the trailers will likely be in 
April when the weather is better.

• Repeaters – Don W8RVT had nothing to 
report.

• VE – Kyle W8KDB reported there were no 
candidates at the February VE Session. 
Next VE session will be on April 24th. 

• POTA – Dan P.  reported last weekend they
had 7 operators. Currently, they are at 
13,734 total contacts. They’re trying to 
reach a total of 14k this weekend. Michigan
POTA meet-up is June 7th.

OLD BUSINESS:
• None

NEW BUSINESS:
• Bret proposed holding a Ham In a Day on 

May 10th at the Department of Public 
Works. (This is the weekend before 
Hamvention). VEs will be needed for the 
testing session.

• Matt is sponsoring a SMARS amateur radio
kickstart program. After passing their first 
exam and attending their first club meeting,
the newly licensed HAM will meet with the 
SMARS President to receive a radio to use 
and HAM mentoring. See the SMARS 
Facebook page for details.

• KB9IAR mentioned the Centerville Hamfest
will be April 19th.

PRESENTATION: Thank you to Matt for the 
presentation on HAM applications. We talked 
about Chirp which is an open source program for 
programming radios, RT Systems which is a paid 
program for programming radios and getting 
cables, W8JTX used for weak-signal radio 
communication, and Amateur Radio Toolkit which 
is a toolkit of applications.

Meeting Adjourned around 8:14 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Stephanie Halbert W8AEZ



Board Meeting Minutes 04/03/2025

FINANCES:
• Checking $2,460.38
• Savings $6.94
• Cash on hand $70.00
• Total $2,537.32

In attendance tonight we have Matt Woodman 
president Gary Williams vice president Melanie 
Lake secretary Dan Whipple treasurer Dan Pasch
at large.

Chelsea HAMFest has been canceled it was 
scheduled on the same day as SMARS hamfest 
maybe that’ll help us get more vendors.

With the influx of people being able to order 
online what can we do to reinvent our hamfest to 
make it more profitable and make more money 
for the club.

Matt does have four vendors already signed up 
for HAMFest working on.  more need to start 
getting flyers out now.

Upcoming Michigan POTA same location 
Whitford lake Fort Custer this will be the day 
before ham fest.

April presentation has been canceled.

We will have a social hour meeting April 17 we 
will go over old business new business etc. but 
the rest of the time will be designated for radio 
conversations.

Fall CERT classes see Bret for time date and 
more information.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters 

2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz

2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater/Igate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters 

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

Club Meeting
3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church
342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee
1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, MI

BLB Luncheon
1st Thursday of every
month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Breakfast
2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Nets:
    Monday—Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
    Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
    Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
    Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:
  Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page  for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:  
 
  Club Meeting: April 17th @ 7:00pm
  BLB Luncheon: May 1st @ 11:30am
  Board Meeting: May 1st @ 6:30pm
  Club Breakfast:  May 10th @ 8:30am
  VE Session: April 24th @ 7:00pm


