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Do you have a story, humorous or 
otherwise, about amateur radio? If 
so, please contact the newsletter 
editor (w8kdb@arrl.net) and get it 
published in FEEDBACK!

If you would like to place a classified
ad to sell, purchase or swap 
amateur radio related items, please 
contact the editor. 
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Club News

Membership Renews
Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These 
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3rd Thursday of every month) or 
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this 
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145, 
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each 
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1st

of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to 
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club 
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934

Battle Creek, MI 49016

Winter Field Day Report
This year the club participated in Winter Field Day. It was setup at Dan 
Whipple’s home and was a success. About a dozen club members 
came out to participate in Winter Field Day. It was cold, otherwise the 
weather was fine. They operated out of an Igloo Ice Fishing Shanty 
and a Cargo Trailer, so it was easy to stay warm. There were 
doughnuts and plenty of food both days thanks to Dan Pesh, Melanie 
Lake, and Stephanie Whipple. Images from Winter Field Day can be 
found on the Club’s Facebook page. Below are the results:

• 421 Contacts (420 Phone, 1 Digital)

• Multipliers:

◦ 100% Alternative Power

◦ Away from Home

◦ Multiple Antennas

◦ SSB or CW Contacts

◦ Winlink email exchange

◦ Copy the Special Bulletin broadcast

◦ Use multiple modes

◦ Operate on at least 6 bands (we did 7)

◦ Operate 6 continuous hours

• No Satellite Contacts or QRP

• Total Points earned: 8,440 ((420+2) x 20 Objective Multiplier)

The next Field Day is Summer Field Day which is the June 28-29 this 
year. Hope to see you there and it is open to the public.
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   Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check

out these upcoming contests!

ARRL DX
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 
Meters
Mode: Phone
Date: 02/15 – 02/16
URL: www.arrl.org/arrl-dx

Rookie Roundup
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 Meters
Mode: SSB
Date: 04/13
URL: www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

*A more thorough listing of upcoming 
Contests can be found on the ARRL's 
web page ContestCalendar, 
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar 

Other News

Grant will Help Young Amateur Radio
Operators Become Contesters

A $10,000 grant to the University of Scranton, from the Frankford 
Radio Club (FRC) in Pennsylvania, will support the development of a 
contest dashboard that will leverage the popularity of amateur radio 
operator contests to benefit science, technology, students and Ham 
Radio Science Citizen Investigation (HamSCI) community members.

Through the grant, a team of university students, faculty, and FRC 
members, along HamSCI community members, will collaborate to 
develop a real-time Contesting/DXing Dashboard for the HamSCI 
Personal Space Weather Station (PSWS). The PSWS is a modular, 
ground-based system that measures space weather impacts on the 
Earth’s ionosphere.

The grant will fund Scranton University student researcher, Owen 
Ruzanski, KD3ALD, a first-year computer engineering major, for the 
summer and fall 2025 semesters to help develop the contest 
dashboard and is expected to conclude in the spring semester of 2026.

University of Scranton physics professor Nathaniel Frissell, Ph.D, 
W2NAF, said through the project, he hopes the University’s W3USR 
Amateur Radio Club members, present and future, will become active 
radio contesters.

“We are already of ahead of schedule for this project,” said Dr. Frissell.
“This past weekend we hosted students from W3USR and the 
Frankford Radio Club to take part in a little contesting. We made over 
400 QSO’s worth over 250,000 contest points.”

Ray Sokola, K9RS, past president the Frankford Radio Club, said that 
amateur radio contesters are one of the most enthusiastic subset of 
ham radio operators, and participants span a range of ages from 
teenagers to over 90.

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/grant-will-help-young-amateur-radio-
operators-become-contesters

How do we encourage more
experimentation in amateur radio?

In January, I hooked up again with Amateur Radio Digital 
Communications (ARDC), joining their Grant Evaluation Team (GET). 
Today at our GET meeting, we heard from ARDC’s board president, 
Bdale Garbee, KB0G, who spoke to us about ARDC’s values and 
mission.

One of those values is encouraging experimentation. Experimentation 
is part of the fabric of amateur radio. Part 97.1 (b) notes that one of the
bases and purposes of amateur radio is the “continuation and 
extension of the amateur’s proven ability to contribute to the 
advancement of the radio art.” Recognizing this, many of ARDC’s 
grants go to groups who are developing amateur radio and digital 
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

02/22/2025
LaPorte Cabin Fever Hamfest
Location: LaPorte, IN
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: LaPorte County Amateur 
Radio Club
Site: http://www.lpcarc.org

02/22/2025
Livonia Amateur Radio Club Annual 
Swap & Shop
Location: Northville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio 
Club

03/16/2025
Toledo Mobile Radio Association 
Hamfest and Computer Fair
Location: Perrysburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio 
Association
Site: http://www.w8hhf.org

03/23/2025
Lowell Amateur Radio Youth Club 
Hamfest
Location: Lowell, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio 
Club
Site: http://amateurradioyouth.club

04/12/2025
AC8RC Allegan Mini-Swap
Location: Burnips, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: AC8RC Allegan County 
Amateur Radio Club
Site: 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ac8rc-
allegan-mini-swap-1

04/19/2025
SJCARC Hamfest
Location: Centreville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: St. Joseph County 
Amateur Radio Club
Site: 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sjcarc-
hamfest

communications technology.

Many bemoan the fact that there isn’t much experimentation going on 
in amateur radio and that hams don’t build their own gear anymore. I’m
not so sure that’s really true, though. There are lots of ongoing projects
that are “advancing the state of the radio art.” The M17 Project and 
FreeDV are two projects that have been funded by ARDC grants. 
WSJT-X has been around a long time, but the developers are still 
pushing it forward. Commercially, QRP Labs and HF Signals are both 
developing interesting hardware and software. And, there are still some
QRP clubs, such as the Four State QRP Group (4SQRP), CalQRP, and
the Michigan QRP Club that promote home brewing and 
experimentation.

Perhaps what’s needed is something like “Experimenting 101 for Ham 
Radio Operators.” This would be kind of the opposite to what I’ve been 
doing lately, that is teaching ham radio to hackers.  This would be more
along the lines of teaching hacking to ham radio operators.

Along those lines, here are some partly-baked ideas that have come to
mind:

• Is it possible to teach people how to become good 
experimenters? What are some of the characteristics of a good 
hacker?

• Could we set up some kind of “ecosystem” to promote hacking 
in ham radio? I envision this ecosystem giving both financial 
and psychological support to ham radio hackers.

• What do I mean about financial support? Well, inevitably 
hackers are going to blow things up at some point. Our hacker 
ecosystem could perhaps help soften the financial losses 
somehow.

• What do I mean by psychological support? Having a hack go 
wrong can take a mental toll on a hacker. Our ecosystem would
help the nascent hacker get over the disappointment and 
discouragement and get on with their hacking. I’m not sure how
exactly, but providing some kind of support group would go a 
long way.

• Parts of this ecosystem may already be in place in the form of 
makerspaces and public libraries. Maybe I could get an ARDC 
grant to develop this kind of class to be taught at one of the two
makerspaces here in Ann Arbor.

As I say, these are partly-baked thoughts. Please comment if you have 
any thoughts about this.

Article courtesy of https://www.kb6nu.com/how-do-we-encourage-more-
experimentation-in-amateur-radio/
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Meeting Minutes 01/16/2025

Meeting called to order around 7:00 PM

We have 20 in attendance for tonight’s meeting

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Hamefest – Calhoun County Fairgounds, 

working on vendors. Tables will be $20 
per table.

• Skywarn – Community reports skyward 
training classes on 3/29/2025 at KCC. 
You can find more information on 
textCOM

• Field Day – No updates.
• Repeaters – Repeaters are reported as 

good by Matt and Don.
• VE – 2 out of 4 passed during Decembers

VE Test Session. Next Test Session is 
February 27th.

• POTA – Over 12,000 currently (keep it 
up). POTA is usually on Saturdays with 
breakfast at 8 AM at Cafe Tal, followed by
setup at Whitford Lake in Fort Custer. 
Always a good time making contacts.

• Winter Field Day –  Hosted at Dan and 
Stephanie Whipple’s home January 25th 
through 26th. Setup starts at 1700 on the 
25th.

OLD BUSINESS:
• No old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS:
• BLB (Before Lunch Bunch) has had a low 

attendance lately so if you’re available 
make sure to say hi on the BLB.

• Summerfield day challenge 6 foot 
weather balloon launch with antenna at 
field day.

Meeting Adjourned around 8:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary



Board Meeting Minutes

FINANCES:
• Checking $3,130.81
• Savings $6.94
• Cash on hand $70.00
• Total $3,207.75

Due to bad weather and no pressing issues to 
discuss, the Club Board Meeting did not meet this
month.
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters 

2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz

2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater/Igate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters 

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

Club Meeting
3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church
342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee
1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, MI

BLB Luncheon
1st Thursday of every
month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Breakfast
2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Nets:
    Monday—Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
    Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
    Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
    Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:
  Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page  for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:  
 
  Club Meeting: February 20th @ 7:00pm
  BLB Luncheon: March 6th @ 11:30am
  Board Meeting: March 6th @ 6:30pm
  Club Breakfast: March 8th @ 8:30am
  VE Session: February 27th @ 7:00pm


