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Do you have a story, humorous or 
otherwise, about amateur radio? If 
so, please contact the newsletter 
editor (w8kdb@arrl.net) and get it 
published in FEEDBACK!

If you would like to place a classified
ad to sell, purchase or swap 
amateur radio related items, please 
contact the editor. 
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Club News

Membership Renews
Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These 
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3rd Thursday of every month) or 
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this 
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145, 
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each 
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1st

of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to 
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club 
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934

Battle Creek, MI 49016

Other News

FCC Upholds Record $34,000 Forfeiture
Against Amateur Licensee

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) assessed a record 
$34,000 forfeiture against an amateur radio licensee for “willfully and 
repeatedly operating a radio station without authorization and 
interfering with the radio communications of the United States Forest 
Service … while the U.S. Forest Service and the Idaho Department of 
Lands were attempting to direct the operations of fire suppression 
aircraft working a 1,000-acre wildfire on national forest land outside of 
Elk River, Idaho.”

As ARRL News first reported in 2022, the FCC proposed the fine 
against Jason Frawley of Lewiston, Idaho, for allegedly interfering with 
radio operations of the U.S. Forest Service during firefighting activities 
for the Johnson Creek Fire near Elk River in July 2021. The FCC 
stated in the Notice of Apparent Liability (NAL) that Frawley holds an 
Extra-class Amateur Radio Service license, WA7CQ, and is the 
owner/operator of Leader Communications LLC, licensee of eight 
microwave licenses and one business license.

In response, Frawley acknowledged that he operated on a frequency 
reserved for government use and for which he lacked authorization but 
argues that he did not cause interference to the government’s fire 
suppression activities that were being coordinated on the channel and 
acted with “good faith and non-malicious intent to help.”  Frawley 
requested a reduction or cancellation of the proposed forfeiture based 
on the number and duration of the unauthorized transmissions, his 
history of compliance and corrective measures, and his inability to pay 
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   Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check

out these upcoming contests!

January VHF
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 Meters
Mode: CW, Phone, FM, Digital
Date: 01/18 – 01/20
URL: www.arrl.org/january-vhf

School Club Roundup
Bands: All Bands Except 60, 30, 17, and
12 Meters
Mode: CW, Phone
Date: 02/10 – 02/14
URL: www.arrl.org/january-vhf

ARRL DX
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 
Meters
Mode: CW
Date: 02/15 – 02/16
URL: www.arrl.org/january-vhf

*A more thorough listing of upcoming 
Contests can be found on the ARRL's 
web page ContestCalendar, 
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar 

the proposed forfeiture.

In the Forfeiture Order released on January 3, 2025, the FCC rejected 
Frawley’s request and assessed the full proposed forfeiture of $34,000.
Read more about the story in previous coverage from ARRL News. 

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-upholds-record-34-000-forfeiture-
against-amateur-licensee

Interesting FREE antenna stuff on the
internet: Flowerpot antenna, antennas
for the non-technical, W2FMI’s book in

the Internet Archive
I hate to admit it, but lately, I’ve been getting a lot of my ideas for blog 
posts from Reddit posts to /r/amateurradio. The first post asked 
whether or not you should fold over the braid when making a flowerpot 
antenna. I had never heard of a flowerpot antenna, so I did some 
searching.

The flowerpot antenna is so-called,
I think, because the base of it is
often inserted into a flowerpot to
make it a stealth antenna. It is
basically a half-wavelength length
of coax inside a PVC pipe to
obscure its actual purpose. At the
bottom of the antenna, the coax is
wrapped around the PVC to make
an RF choke. The first post to come
up in my search describes a 2-
meter flowerpot antenna designed
by VK2ZOI.

The reddit post actually asked
about a 10-meter version of the
antenna. I found a design on 
VK1NAM’s blog. The 10-meter
antenna is, of course, a lot longer
than the 2-meter antenna, so
instead of a length of PVC pipe, this
design uses a telescoping mast to
support the antenna.

If you have some RG-58 lying
around, or perhaps find some at a ham swap meet, this looks like a fun
antenna to play with.

Not technical? Read this.
While searching for information on the flowerpot antenna, I happened 
to run acrosss Understanding Antennas For The Non-Technical Ham. 
This book was written by Jim Abercrombie, N4JA (SK) and is now 
freely available on the web. It lives up to its name, offering descriptions
for commonly-used HF antennas in language about as non-technical 
as it can be. It’s worth every penny. :)

The flowerpot antenna consists of 
a half-wavelength length of coax, 
with an RF choke at the bottom.
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

02/22/2025
LaPorte Cabin Fever Hamfest
Location: LaPorte, IN
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: LaPorte County Amateur 
Radio Club
Site: http://www.lpcarc.org

02/22/2025
Livonia Amateur Radio Club Annual 
Swap & Shop
Location: Northville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio 
Club

03/16/2025
Toledo Mobile Radio Association 
Hamfest and Computer Fair
Location: Perrysburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio 
Association
Site: http://www.w8hhf.org

03/23/2025
Lowell Amateur Radio Youth Club 
Hamfest
Location: Lowell, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio 
Club
Site: http://amateurradioyouth.club

Books by Jerry Sevick, W2FMI
Jerry Sevick, W2FMI, was
renowned for his work on short
vertical antennas and transmission
line transformers. Over the years,
he wrote many articles and books
on baluns and ununs, and many
hams consider his book, Building
and Using Baluns and Ununs:
Practical Designs for the
Experimenter, to be the bible on
the topic. He received the Dayton
Hamvention Technical Excellence
Award in 2005 and became an SK
in 2009.

This morning, I came across a 
reddit post asking for information
on a short vertical antenna. Since I
happen to have a copy of W2FMI’s
The Short Vertical Antenna and
Ground Radial, I did a search for
where to buy a copy. Amazon had
some used copies, but at ridiculous
prices, so I continued my search.

Fortunately, I found it in the Digital
Library of Amateur Radio and
Communications, which is part of the Internet Archive. And, it’s 
available for free!

Sevick’s two other books, Building and Using Baluns and Ununs: 
Practical Designs for the Experimenter and Transmission Line 
Transformers can be borrowed from the Internet Archive’s library.

Have fun and make some antennas!

Article courtesy of https://www.kb6nu.com/interesting-free-antenna-stuff-on-the-
internet-flowerpot-antenna-antennas-for-the-non-technical-w2fmis-book-in-the-internet-
archive/

The Short Vertical Antenna and 
Ground Radial is one of 6 books 
written by Jerry Sevick, W2FMI 
(SK).
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Meeting Minutes 12/19/2024

Meeting called to order around 7:00 PM

We have 20 in attendance for tonight’s meeting

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Hamefest – W8DF.com for Feedback 

location times dates update ready to go 
June 8 Calhoun County Fairgrounds 
Belcher building for the E commercial 
building for vendors all looking good $20 
for space and table admission $10.

• Skywarn – No report.
• Field Day – No updates.
• Repeaters – Repeaters are reported as 

good by Matt and Don.
• POTA – Pota made our goal of 10,000 for 

the year have already exceeded that 
before January with 11 K and a reminder 
Pota is on Saturday breakfast at Café Tal 
8 AM followed by set up and contacts 
Whitford Lake Fort Custer.

• Winter Field Day – Winter field day 
January 25 11:00 to January 26 17:00 
hosted by Dan and Stephanie Whipple 
1160 S. 42nd St., Galesburg, MI 49053. 
We also have passed out Mabs hope to 
see everyone there.

OLD BUSINESS:
• We were donated a 570 D radio from the 

assay of a silent key Dave Kellogg there 
are also some things still for sale from the
estate contact Dan Pasche.

NEW BUSINESS:
• First quarter of the year, Emering hour 

and workshops looking forward to some 
hands-on activities.

• Also looking to put together a new ham 
Boot Camp. And learning groups

Meeting Adjourned around 8:00 PM. All right till 
next time happy new year 73.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary



Board Meeting Minutes 01/02/2025

FINANCES:
• Checking $3,378.45
• Savings $6.94
• Cash on hand $72.00
• Total $3,455.39

Big expenses this last month were Club 
Insurance $200 and Hamfest Deposit of $1500.

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm at the 
American Legion Post 298, 228 20th St N. 
Springfield, MI 49015

1. Winter Field Day 2025. 25 Jan 1100 – 26 Jan 
1700. Discussed Field Day Rules, modes, 
location
and layout.

2. Hamfest 2025. Location Calhoun County 
Fairgrounds. Secured with deposit. Paid $1500, 
additional amount due 10 days prior to event 
$665. Additionally a $300 deposit is required at 
setup that will be forfeited if we don't clean up.
We have the Merchant Building and the Belcher 
Building. In the future we may be able to get an 
additional building if needed. Discussed the 
Kitchen. Have not made contact with them yet.
Would be nice to have some refreshments 
available. Possibly Jim Heckman's cousin has a 
food trailer that could be consigned. Saturday 
afternoon setup is also the day of the MI POTA 
Meetup. Will spread word of our Hamfest to that 
group.

3. POTA, will continue to activate Fort Custer on 
the weekends. Dan Pesch handed the 
responsibility to respond to QSO cards back to 
the President (including our club cards and 
postage stamps).

4. Club needs a Public Relations Officer. 
Someone who can engage the medis, social 
media, and other groups of individuals to spread 
the word on the Amateur Radio hobby and the 
SMARS club.

6. HAM Presentations. We discussed the 
subjects for upcoming briefings to be conducted 
at the end of the SMARS monthly meetings. 

Topics being discussed are:
• January – Ham Radio Bootcamp
• February – Electrical Components by Dan 

Pesch
• March – Ham applications/ software by 

Matt Woodman
• April – FT8 and Digital Modes by Tom 

Goodson
May – Antenna Build Workshop with Dan 
Pesch

• June – Field Day 2025 Preparations
• July – Tips for Adjusting your radio for 

clean and clear reception by ??

7. Raffle. Club desire to hold an additional raffle 
this year was discussed. Concerns about the 
paperwork and registration required with the 
State of Michigan. Discussions to be continued.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Dan Whipple, KE8DW
SMARS Treasurer
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters 

2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz

2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater/Igate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters 

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

Club Meeting
3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church
342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee
1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, MI

BLB Luncheon
1st Thursday of every
month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Breakfast
2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Nets:
    Monday—Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
    Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
    Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
    Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:
  Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page  for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:  
 
  Club Meeting: January 16th @ 7:00pm
  BLB Luncheon: February 6th @ 11:30am
  Board Meeting: February 6th @ 6:30pm
  Club Breakfast:  February 8th @ 8:30am
  VE Session: February 27th @ 7:00pm


