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Do you have a story, humorous or
otherwise, about amateur radio? If
S0, please contact the newsletter
editor (w8kdb@arrl.net) and get it
published in FEEDBACK!

If you would like to place a classified
ad to sell, purchase or swap
amateur radio related items, please
contact the editor.
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Club News
Membership Renews

Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3™ Thursday of every month) or
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145,
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1%
of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934
Battle Creek, Ml 49016

Items for Sale

Don, W8RVT, has some items he is looking to sell. If you are
interested, please reach out to him at 269-963-7797 or via the W8DF
Repeaters. Items that he does not sell will be put up on. Below is what
he is selling:

* 1 KW cantenna dummy load in a 1 gallon oil filled can (Free,
just need to pick it up from him)

«  WAVETEK 3001 signal generator
HP1725 275 MHz oscilloscope

+ Kenwood TS450SAT, with digital adapter works with PSK31,
FT8 and slow scan TV.. Will include power supply

» Butternut HF6V vertical antenna with manual

 APRS tracker includes Kenwood TM201A, TINYTRAKS and
GPS receiver

Other News
Amateur Radio Volunteers Serving During
Texas Floods

Volunteer amateur radio operators serving in the ARRL The National
Association for Amateur Radio® (ARRL®) Amateur Radio Emergency
Service® (ARES®) are embedded with local served agencies in the
areas of central Texas affected by devastating floods.
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Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check
out these upcoming contests!

222 MHz and Up Distance Contest
Bands: 222 MHz through 241 GHz
Mode: Phone, CW, Digital, SSB
Date: 08/02 — 08/03

URL: www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-
distance-contest

10 GHz & Up

Bands: 10 GHz through Light
Mode: Phone, CW, Digital, SSB
Date: 08/16 — 08/18

URL: www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up

EME - 2.3 GHz & Up
Bands: Above 2.3 GHz
Mode: Phone, CW
Date: 08/16 — 08/17

URL: www.arrl.org/eme-contest

Rookie Roundup

Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 Meters
Mode: RTTY

Date: 08/17

URL: www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

September VHF

Bands: 50, 144, 222, and 432 MHz
Mode: Digital, SSB, Phone, CW
Date: 09/13 — 09/15

URL: www.arrl.org/september-vhf

EME - 2.3 GHz & Up
Bands: Above 2.3 GHz
Mode: Phone, CW
Date: 09/13 — 09/14

URL: www.arrl.org/eme-contest

10 GHz & Up Round 2

Bands: 10 GHz through Light
Mode: Phone, CW, Digital, SSB
Date: 09/20 — 09/22

URL: www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up

*A more thorough listing of upcoming
Contests can be found on the ARRL's
web page ContestCalendar,

http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar

The needs and assignments have been changing, but ARES
volunteers are stepping up to the dynamic needs of their communities.
“This is a very fluid situation. It changes by the hour,” said ARRL South
Texas Section District 7 Emergency Coordinator Terry Jones, K5LGV.

The trained ham radio operators were activated starting on Friday, July
4, 2025. Radio amateurs are providing communications capabilities to
agencies whose primary systems were damaged in the flooding event
or where they suffer poor connectivity due to the terrain.

ARES members helped the American Red Cross with setup of a
reunification shelter in response to the floods. Ten hams were assigned
to search-and-rescue teams.

Dozens of health and welfare messages were passed by ham radio
operators who provided a critical link when phone lines were
overwhelmed. “A lot of this is tied to circuit overload preventing folks
from making direct contact with family members in the area,” said
Kevin McCoy, KF5FUZ.

During the flooding event and subsequent search and recovery
missions, ARES members have been deployed to serve many different
counties, including hard-hit Kerr and Kendall Counties. Mutual aid has
been offered between several surrounding ARRL sections.

This page will be updated as new information is confirmed.

Article courtesy of http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-volunteers-serving-during-
texas-floods

A POTA procedural proposal

| often do POTA activations with two friends: Paul, KW1L and Rick,
K8BMA. We almost always operate CW. On a recent activiation, Paul
asked if there was a way to do a joint activation like many phone
operators do. If you hunt phone POTA activators, they often say
something like, “Stand by for a second operator,” then the second
operator gets on and makes their contact.

This rarely happens on CW. In fact, | don’t think that there’s a standard
procedure for doing this, and sending something like “QRX for a
second operator” probably wouldn’'t’ work. For one thing, it's too long to
send. For another, many POTA CW ops are not very experienced and
probably wouldn’t know what QRX means.

Even so, Paul and | wanted to be able to set up one station and then
make contacts jointly. Paul emailed Tom, K4SWL, if he had any
suggestions. Tom wrote back, suggesting a possible way to do this, but
added, “I'll be honest. | think that this would throw off most hunters.”

Paul and | tended to agree with him, but we thought we’d give it a go
anyway. This morning, Paul, Rick, and | headed out to the Pinckney
State Recreation Area (US-3322). After getting set up, | suggested that
what we might do is for me to spot myself and call CQ, and after
getting a reply somehow indicate that a second operator, and therefore
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

07/19/2025

Auburn Hamfest

Location: Auburn, IN

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northeastern Indiana
Amateur Radio Association
Site: http://w9ou.org/

07/26/2025

BARA /MCRN Trunk Swap
Location: Berrien Center, Ml

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Blossomland Amateur
Radio Association and the Midwest
Classic Radio Net

Site:
https://www.w8mai.org/index.php/clu

b-information/bara-trunk-swap

08/02/2025

Elkhart East Hamfest

Location: Elkhart, IN

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Northern Indiana K9DEW
Repeater Network

Site: http://elkharteasthamfest.com/

09/06/2025

Grand Rapids Area Hamfest
Location: Wyoming, Ml

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Grand Rapids Amateur
Radio Association

Site: https://w8dc.org/grand-rapids-
area-hamfest/

09/07/2025

Findlay Hamfest

Location: Findlay, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club

Site: http://w8ft.org/

09/13/2025

Swap Meet/Hamfest
Location: Toledo, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Lucas County ARES

Site: http://www.lucasares.org/

QSO0, was available. The first transmission was pretty much standard,
but after the hunter replied, | would send something to indicate that
Paul was also there. Here’s an example:

CQ CQ POTA KB6NU KB6NU POTA
W1ABC

W1ABC 599 MI BK

599 MA BK

TU NW W1ABC DE KW1L 599 MI BK (This is the crucial step.
With this transmission, we’re telling the hunter that there’s a

second station that want a contact, too.)

If the hunter responded with an exchange, we counted that as a
contact for KW1L. If not, we didn’t count it.

We experimented with slight variations of this format. For example,
instead of just a single KW1L, we sent it twice. If neither transmission
elicited a response, | would give another call, simply:

W1ABC DE KW1L 599 MI

This would sometimes get them to reply. Another trick that we tried
was to slow down when sending that final transmission, thinking that
that would be a clue that there was a second operator present. That
seemed to work sometimes.

Overall, a little less than half the time, the hunter would get the idea
and realize that we had a second operator. The other times, the
hunters either didn’t understand what we were sending or tuned away
after their transmission and didn’t hear ours. If the latter, it's a shame
because they could have had a second contact.

We made 12 contacts for Paul, after which, he decided to call it quits.
So, he now has his first legal activation under his belt!

As a result of this experience, | would like to suggest that CW hunters
listen to the final transmission of the activator in case there is a second
operator present. | would also like to suggest that activators use the
format:

TU NW <hunter call sign> DE <second activator call sign>
<second activator call sign> 599 <state> BK
I’'m not wedded to this, though, so if you have a better suggestion,
please let me know.
Article courtesy of https://www.kb6nu.com/a-pota-procedural-proposal/
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Meeting Minutes 06/19/2025
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM
19 in Attendance

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept,
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept,
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

* Hamfest — Hamfest first time at Calhoun
County Fairgrounds space was adequate.
Table sales and customers were down we
broke even and did have a couple
unforeseen expenses because the
bathrooms closest to us were down. That
expense came from a fellow member in
the purchase of a porta potty thank you
Kevin. And we will definitely have to see
what we can do better next year this was
a first time run at this place. So it will also
take time to build up clientele.

« Skywarn — Bret from Skywarn gives his
thanks to everyone who checked into the
night during the storm. Nothing else from
Skywarn at this time.

* Field Day - Field day June 27 through the
28th. Set up on Friday, June 26 or 27th if
weather is not accommodating. We did
decide we were going to take all three
trailers to the location.

* Repeaters — Everything is good with the
Repeaters.

* VE — Test Session next week. We had 2
people at the Hamfest (one upgrade and
one new) pass.

+ POTA-

OLD BUSINESS:
« None

NEW BUSINESS:
* Field Day discussion.

Meeting Adjourned around 8:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KESTPQ
SMARS Secretary




Board Meeting Minutes

FINANCES:
« Checking $4,107.01
» Savings $6.94
e Cash on hand $70.00
« Total $4,183.95

Notes:
* DSTAR Internet services April-dune still
due out ($197.85).

No board meeting this month.
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters
2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz
2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset
*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz
APRS Digipeater/lgate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz
70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz

Club Meeting

3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church

342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee

1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, M

BLB Luncheon

1st Thursday of every
month

Coney Island, 962 Capital
Ave NE, Battle Creek, Ml

SMARS Breakfast

2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital
Ave NE, Battle Creek, Ml

SMARS Nets:

Monday—~Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 |/ 443.95 MHz
Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:

Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:

Club Meeting: July 17th @ 7:00pm
BLB Luncheon: August 7th @ 11:30am
Board Meeting: August 7th @ 6:30pm
Club Breakfast: August 9th @ 8:30am
VE Session: August 28th @ 7:00pm




