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Do you have a story, humorous or 
otherwise, about amateur radio? If 
so, please contact the newsletter 
editor (w8kdb@arrl.net) and get it 
published in FEEDBACK!

If you would like to place a classified
ad to sell, purchase or swap 
amateur radio related items, please 
contact the editor. 
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Club News

Membership Renews
Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These 
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3rd Thursday of every month) or 
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this 
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145, 
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each 
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1st

of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to 
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club 
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934

Battle Creek, MI 49016

Other News

Radio Connects is 2025 ARRL Field Day
Theme

ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio® has released the 
logo and theme for this year’s ARRL Field Day, June 28 – 29, 2025.

The theme for 2025 Field Day is “Radio Connects” — highlighting the 
many ways that wireless technology connects people across distances 
near and far. The event is part picnic, campout, practice for 
emergencies, informal contest, and most of all, fun! ARRL Field Day is 
the most popular ham radio activity held annually in the US and 
Canada. On the fourth weekend in June each year, more than 31,000 
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   Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check

out these upcoming contests!

Rookie Roundup
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 Meters
Mode: SSB
Date: 04/13
URL: www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

International Digital Contest
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6 
Meters
Mode: Digital
Date: 06/07 – 06/08
URL: www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest

June VHF
Bands: Above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/14 – 06/15
URL: www.arrl.org/june-vhf

Kids Day
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 17, 15, 12, and 10 
Meters
Mode: Phone, Digital
Date: 06/21
URL: www.arrl.org/kids-day

Field Day
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 Meters 
and above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/28 – 06/29
URL: www.arrl.org/field-day

hams get together with their radio clubs, schools, or friends to operate 
from remote locations.

Ham radio provides a connection — both for practical communications 
and to form relationships with fellow radio amateurs. No matter who 
you are, or what your background or interests are, if you have an 
interest in radio and wireless technology, radio connects you with 
others. 

The theme is universal, says ARRL Public Relations and Outreach 
Manager Sierra Harrop, W5DX. “Local amateur radio clubs bridge 
generations. Contacts made across town or around the world allow 
cultural exchange, right over the air. In times of crisis, radio connects 
those in need with information. The whole point of amateur radio is the 
connect, both literally and figuratively,” she said. Amateur radio also 
inspires the next generation of technical leaders by providing a hands-
on sandbox where students can gain experience in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 

Make your plans to connect with radio for ARRL Field Day. Use the 
Field Day site locator to find a site near you. Clubs planning to host a 
site may list their event information there, as well.

Don’t Forget the Swag!

2025 ARRL Field Day Radio Connects merchandise is available for 
preorder from the ARRL Store. All the fan-favorite gear is back: tee-
shirts (complete with ARRL Sections checklist on the back!), mugs, 
and pins are available for shipping in late April 2025. Please note: any 
orders from the ARRL Store that contain 2025 ARRL Field Day 
merchandise will be held for shipping until the Field Day items are 
available in late April. 

For more information about 2025 ARRL Field Day and the “Radio 
Connects” theme — or to start planning your activation — visit 
www.arrl.org/field-day.

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/radio-connects-is-2025-arrl-field-day-
theme

ARRL Ham Radio Open House — Site
Locator Live, PR Workshop Registration

ARRL Ham Radio Open House is a national event being hosted by 
local amateur radio clubs in April to coincide with World Amateur Radio
Day on April 18. The event is designed to highlight technical 
innovations in ham radio, and show off the current state of the art. It 
will serve as a tool to tell the story of amateur radio being a pathway to 
tomorrow's technical careers. 

A site locator is now live on the ARRL Ham Radio Open House page at
www.arrl.org/open-house. Participating clubs may enter their 
information so that local hams and members of the public may find the 
event. 

A public relations workshop for those organizing an event is being held 
via Zoom on Wednesday, March 19. It is open to any amateur radio 
public information volunteer, but will be especially valuable to ARRL 
Public Information Coordinators, Public Information Officers, Section 
Managers, Affiliated Club Coordinators, club presidents, and other 
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

03/23/2025
Lowell Amateur Radio Youth Club 
Hamfest
Location: Lowell, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio 
Club
Site: http://amateurradioyouth.club

04/12/2025
AC8RC Allegan Mini-Swap
Location: Burnips, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: AC8RC Allegan County 
Amateur Radio Club
Site: 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ac8rc-
allegan-mini-swap-1

04/19/2025
SJCARC Hamfest
Location: Centreville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: St. Joseph County 
Amateur Radio Club
Site: 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/sjcarc-
hamfest

leaders. Registration is required.

If you’re unable to make the live interactive event, a recording will be 
available afterward. For more information on how to create a Ham 
Radio Open House at your club’s station, visit www.arrl.org/world-
amateur-radio-day.

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-ham-radio-open-house-site-locator-
live-pr-workshop-registration

Perfect Storm Exercise in California
Gets Results

The ARRL San Joaquin Valley Section (SJV) conducted “Perfect 
Storm,” an amateur radio emergency exercise, on March 5 - 7.

Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) Dan Sohn, WL7COO, asked 
that a section-wide exercise be created that would engage both 
amateur radio operators and non-amateurs to become more active in 
their community's emergency preparedness and response capabilities. 

There were 120 participants from 9 counties within the SJV Section, 
including Calaveras, Fresno, Kern, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, 
Stanislaus, Tulare, Tuolumne, and two counties outside the section, 
Los Angeles and San Diego.  

Both amateurs and participants equipped with General Mobile Radio 
Service (GMRS) radios gathered local situational awareness data. The 
exercise culminated with a two-hour period during which local groups 
forwarded their data to a mock Incident Command Post. At the same 
time, leaders of the groups were asked to participate in a live "hot 
wash" on Zoom, where the results were reviewed, and errors could be 
corrected in real time.  

SJV Section Manager Steven Hendricks, KK6JTB, said the Perfect 
Storm exceeded expectations and SEC Sohn reported the exercise 
was a resounding success.  

“We wanted to engage many different organizations and especially 
young hams,” said Hendricks. “It’s important to tap into their excitement
and engage them so when a disaster does strike, they can become a 
vital part of team.” 

The SVJ Section is now planning to have two exercises every year.  

For more information about the ARRL San Joaquin Valley Section, visit
their Facebook page San Joaquin Valley Section - ARRL | Facebook.

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/perfect-storm-exercise-in-california-gets-
results
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Meeting Minutes 02/20/2025

Meeting called to order around 7:00 PM

We have 24 in attendance tonight

New ham extra Kate Nielsen welcome to 
SMARS AD8OT

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Hamfest – Ham fest vendors are starting 

to sign up Matt will make a trip to Livonia 
hamfest.

• Skywarn – Skywarn Bret with updates 
upcoming siren test. New tower at 
Sonoma used to trigger sirens may take a
little longer to trigger all sirens may be a 
little delay hopefully we will get all tones 
March 4-6 Auxcom working group. March 
29 spotter training at KCC Davison 
building. You can find information on 
SMARS Facebook page and skywarn 
textcom. Barry county cyclist need 
available hams for April 12. Mars Air 
Force program military aux system 
looking to recruit hams for training. CERT 
training April 4 5 and 12th. Upcoming Ham
in a Day (HIAD).

• Field Day – 28th through the 29th Of June
field day Calhoun county fairgrounds 
Marshall Michigan.

• Repeaters – Repeaters are reported as 
good by Matt and Don.

• VE – Testing this Month.
• POTA – POTA 13,040 contacts to date. 

POTA a meet up June 7 11 AM Whitford 
Lake Fort Custer Battle Creek Michigan.

OLD BUSINESS:
• Membership dues if you still have yet to 

pay please do so.

NEW BUSINESS:
• Club trailers weekend march 22 rain date 

March 29 organize inventory assess… We 
do have a replacement power supply that 
was donated to the club and we will be 
updating our property book.

PRESENTATION: Thank you to Dan Pesch for the
great presentation on electronic components and 
identification thank you for also bringing in some 
parts and components for people to have a hands 
on. interactive informative presentation thanks 
again.

Meeting Adjourned around 8:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary



Board Meeting Minutes 03/06/2025

FINANCES:
• Checking $3,232.02
• Savings $6.94
• Cash on hand $70.00
• Total $3,308.96

In attendance tonight Matt, Gary, Melanie, Dan, 
and Dan

There are still some members who have dues not
Paid.

Matt is Working on the presentation of him apps 
WJTX, amateur radio toolbox Eco link and ham 
radio prep

Centreville ham fest next month Hudsonville will 
be right before us in June

Working day for trailers may need new tires lots 
to talk about march 22 and March 29 for a rain 
date this will be at Tom’s to 2024 Waubascon Rd.
10 AM to 5 PM

Looking to put up a wind link node so we can 
have email without Internet for emergencies Dan 
and Bret.

Also we will have a set up sign up for HAMFest 
and working on raffles for him first a.k.a. door 
prizes if anybody has any donations let us know
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters 

2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz

2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater/Igate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters 

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

Club Meeting
3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church
342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee
1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, MI

BLB Luncheon
1st Thursday of every
month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Breakfast
2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Nets:
    Monday—Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
    Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
    Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
    Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:
  Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page  for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:  
 
  Club Meeting: March 20th @ 7:00pm
  BLB Luncheon: April 3rd @ 11:30am
  Board Meeting: April 3rd @ 6:30pm
  Club Breakfast:  April 12th @ 8:30am
  VE Session: April 24th @ 7:00pm


