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Club News

Membership Renews
Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These 
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3rd Thursday of every month) or 
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this 
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145, 
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each 
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1st

of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to 
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club 
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934

Battle Creek, MI 49016

Items for Sale
Don, W8RVT, has some items he is looking to sell. If you are 
interested, please reach out to him at 269-963-7797 or via the W8DF 
Repeaters. Items that he does not sell will be put up on eBay or 
possibly sold at the W8DF Table during Hamfest. Below is what he is 
selling:

• 1 KW cantenna dummy load in a 1 gallon oil filled can (Free, 
just need to pick it up from him)

• WAVETEK 3001 signal generator
• HP1725 275 MHz oscilloscope
• Kenwood TS450SAT, with digital adapter works with PSK31, 

FT8 and slow scan TV..  Will include power supply
• Butternut HF6V vertical antenna with manual
• APRS tracker includes Kenwood TM201A, TINYTRAK3 and 

GPS receiver

Other News

630-Meter Band Worked All States
Awards Issued

Eric Tichansky, NO3M, of Saegertown, Pennsylvania, has been issued
the first Worked All States award from ARRL The National Association 
for Amateur Radio® for the 630-meter band. He picked up the award at
ARRL Headquarters in Newington, Connecticut, on April 21, 2025. 
That was the culmination of years of study, work, and experimentation.

Tichansky had a draw to 160 meters early in his ham radio career and 
was active in contesting and DXing on top band. When he moved to 
his current home, he was able to experiments with LowFER operation. 
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   Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check

out these upcoming contests!

International Digital Contest
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6 
Meters
Mode: Digital
Date: 06/07 – 06/08
URL: www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest

June VHF
Bands: Above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/14 – 06/15
URL: www.arrl.org/june-vhf

Kids Day
Bands: 80, 40, 20, 17, 15, 12, and 10 
Meters
Mode: Phone, Digital
Date: 06/21
URL: www.arrl.org/kids-day

Field Day
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 Meters 
and above 50 Mhz
Mode: Digital, Phone, SSB, CW
Date: 06/28 – 06/29
URL: www.arrl.org/field-day

IARU HF World Championship
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 Meters
Mode: Phone, CW
Date: 07/12 – 07/13
URL: www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-
championship

*A more thorough listing of upcoming 
Contests can be found on the ARRL's 
web page ContestCalendar, 
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar 

When 630 meters opened to amateur use, he got straight to work. “It 
seemed like an unreachable goal at the time, but patience and 
persistence as well as gaining more and more of an understanding of 
the capabilities of the band over the years proved otherwise,” said 
Tichansky.

His transmit antenna system has been a journey in trial, error, and fire 
– he’s a member of what he calls the “Hall of Flames.” He says he 
“definitely learned that good quality insulators do make a difference.” 
After years of work and refinement of matching and loading 
techniques, his 67-foot vertical with 8 sloping toploading wires as a 
wire skirt over a large radial field have proven to be the ticket to 
success. “For reception, I have always used dedicated receive 
antennas which have included phased Beverages, a full-sized 8-circle 
vertical array, and various others like a terminated loop,” said 
Tichansky.

As news of the award achievement spread in the amateur community, 
even many long-time hams with little or no experience on 630 meters 
wondered how it worked. Tichansky says Alaska and Hawaii proved 
especially challenging. “(The states) were certainly a challenge, Alaska
perhaps moreso. However, both locations had excellent resident 
operators and stations and through persistent attempts and the right 
conditions, two-way QSOs were completed. I have a few CW QSOs 
with K9FD/KH6 (SK) which still stand as the distance record on 630 for
CW. I also have the overall distance record for a QSO with VK4YB via 
JT9 which took a long time and many attempts, finally finding success 
on a morning (US side) near the equinox,” he said.

Tichansky says there are several other operators right behind him, with
WAS almost completed. In fact, ARRL Awards Branch Manager 
Sharon Taratula announced today that Edward Gray, WØSD, of 
Salem, South Dakota, has been awarded 630-meter WAS #2.

Most of the contacts on the band happen just like any other band, says
Tichansky, from getting on and calling CQ or replying to one. Very few 
of his contacts on there were scheduled.

It takes an experimenter’s mind and a lot of patience to be successful 
on the band, but like with any other operating specialty, there is a 
community ready to help. “The 630-meter community is very diverse, 
but there are a number of members that come from particular 
backgrounds including microwave operations, EME, topbanders and 
other weak signal communications. The thing we have in common is 
that we are experimenters and enjoy a bit of a challenge!” exclaimed 
Tichansky. 

He currently has a DXCC total of 17 on the band. Tichansky plans to 
contribute technical articles about operating on 630-meters to QEX 
magazine in the coming months. All ARRL members have access to 
QEX and three other high-quality publications digitally.

Article courtesy of https://www.arrl.org/news/630-meter-band-worked-all-states-
awards-issued

Buttons are back, baby!
Several years ago, I got a good deal on a Flex 6400 and thought I’d 
give it a try. It’s a great radio, and I enjoyed using it, but after a couple 
of years, I decided to give it up and buy an Icom IC-7610 instead. The 

http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
https://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://www.arrl.org/kids-day
https://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-digital-contest
https://www.arrl.org/news/630-meter-band-worked-all-states-awards-issued
https://www.arrl.org/news/630-meter-band-worked-all-states-awards-issued
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar


Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

05/16/2025 – 05/18/2025
Hamvention
Location: Xenia, OH
Type: Hamfest
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association
Site: https://hamvention.org/

06/07/2025
FCARC Summer Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur 
Radio Club
Site: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest

06/07/2025
IRA Hudsonville Hamfest
Location: Hudsonville, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Independent Repeater 
Association
Site: http://www.w8ira.org

06/08/2025
Crossroads Hamfest
Location: Marshall, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Southern Michigan 
Amateur Radio Society
Site: http://www.w8df.com

06/14/2025
Midland Amateur Radio Club Swap
Location: Midland, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Midland Amateur Radio 
Club
Site: http://www.w8kea.org

06/15/2025
Monroe Hamfest
Location: Monroe, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Monroe County Radio 
Communications Association
Site: http://mcrca.org

main reason was the user interface—the IC-7610 has real knobs and 
buttons instead of just a computer screen to control its functions. 
Maybe I’m just being old school (I am certainly getting old), but I prefer 
real knobs and buttons, even if those knobs and buttons are just 
providing digital inputs to the processor controlling the radio.

Recently, I’ve run across a couple of articles that back me up on this. 
The first, “Touchscreens are out, and tactile controls are back,” is an 
interview in IEEE Spectrum with Rachel Plotnick, an associate 
professor of cinema and media studies at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, and a leading expert on buttons and how people interact 
with them.

She says that while touchscreens are a useful interface, people are 
becoming somewhat fatigued by the use of them. “People seem to 
have a hunger for physical buttons,” she says, “both because you don’t
always have to look at them—you can feel your way around for them 
when you don’t want to directly pay attention to them—but also 
because they offer a greater range of tactility and feedback.”

She also said something else I found interesting. “Buttons tend to offer 
you a really limited range of possibilities in terms of what you can do. 
Maybe that simplicity of limiting our field of choices offers more safety 
in certain situations.”

I might say that it also makes the user interface more straightforward 
and easy to understand and use. Take the receiver incremental tuning 
(RIT) control, for example. I use this control frequently on my IC-7610, I
press a button to turn it on and a knob to set the offset. On the Flex, 
however, using the SmartSDR software, I’d have to go to the X/RIT 
menu, click on the RIT button on the screen, then set the offset by 
clicking right or left arrows or by typing in a text box. It’s just not as 
simple to do as on the IC-7610, so I found myself using that control 
less often.

The second article is “Subaru is bringing back physical knobs and 
buttons in its cars.” The article begins, “To the relief of practically 
anybody who drives a car regularly, Japanese carmaker Subaru has 
brought back physical buttons and knobs for its 2026 Outback midsize 
SUV. It’s yet another sign that carmakers are finally starting to listen, 
ditching massive touchscreens that have taken over a vast number of 
vehicle controls in favor of tactile buttons, switches, and knobs.”

Of course, touchscreens are the appropriate choice for many 
transceiver functions. The IC-7610 touch screen not only displays the 
waterfall, but also lets you select a signal by touching it on the screen. 
That works great for me.

The lesson to be learned here is that a good user interface can help 
increase sales. These days, almost all of the radios from the major 
manufacturers are so good that the average ham can’t really detect a 
difference in performance. That leaves the user interface as one of the 
differentiating features, and you’d think that a more usable user 
interface would sell more radios. And, it appears that physical, tactile 
buttons and knobs are going to be a part of that user interface.

Article courtesy of https://www.kb6nu.com/buttons-are-back-baby/
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Meeting Minutes 04/17/2025

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept, 
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
• Hamfest – Ham fest 17 tables sold large 

vendor pending. Our ham fest is up and 
coming fast a link on our Facebook page 
for our flyers. Looking forward to another 
successful HAMFest this year hope 
everyone can make.

• Skywarn – Sirens major grant loan 
coming to Calhoun County to upgrade 
local sirens. Used Sonoma for the siren 
test was a success. CERT had eight new 
applicants pass the CERT class. HIAD 
ham in a day May 10 3 PM bees needed 
at least $15 is cost of the test. Location 
public works on Kendall in Battle Creek.

• Field Day – Field day will still be held at 
the county fairgrounds but we will be in a 
different location on the property.

• Repeater – Repeaters all good did need a
reboot due to lightning.

• VE – Test Session this month (next 
week).

• POTA – Total POTA Contacts 14,207 
June 7 is a POTA meet up 11 AM to 3 PM
in addition to our normal POTA same 
place Fort Custer recreation area 
Whitford lake. Breakfast at CaféTal at 8 
AM followed by set up and contacts.

OLD BUSINESS:
• None

NEW BUSINESS:
• Chelsea HAMFest is canceled club is also

folding due to low club members and 
member health issues.

• Community report May 3 simulated 
emergency test check in the Tuesday 
prior with skyward

Meeting Adjourned around 8:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary



Board Meeting Minutes 05/01/2025

FINANCES:
• Checking $2,672.59
• Savings $6.94
• Cash on hand $70.00
• Total $2,749.53

Attendance Melanie Lake, Dan Pesch, Dan 
Whipple, Gary Williams, and Matt Woodman via 
telephone.

Ham fest set up 3:30 PM Friday June 6 vendors 
can arrive after 330 doors open 8 AM Sunday 
vendors may also get in at 6 AM on Sunday our 
ham fest will go from 8 AM to 3 PM at Calhoun 
county fairgrounds in Marshall Michigan on June 
7 there will also be VE sessions available.

Our next monthly meeting we will be working on a
list of volunteers for ticket sales set up raffle etc. 
You will also be able to purchase extra tickets for 
raffle only at the raffle counter.

Also looking to hand out some flyers promoting 
Hamfest.

Dan will be purchasing a few things for the raffle.

We also will be looking for volunteers to talk on 
the radio during ham fest.

May 10 was the trailer check up and inventory list
checklist at 10 AM to 2 PM on Waubascon Road 
at Tom’s place we will have a report on that at our
next meeting.

Also Dan Pesch will be working on a presentation
for upcoming meeting about radio history and call
signs.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KE8TPQ
SMARS Secretary
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters 

2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz

2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater/Igate, 144.39 MHz

*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz

70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters 

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz 

Club Meeting
3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church
342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee
1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, MI

BLB Luncheon
1st Thursday of every
month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Breakfast
2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital 
Ave NE, Battle Creek, MI

SMARS Nets:
    Monday—Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
    Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
    Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
    Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
    Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:
  Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page  for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:  
 
  Club Meeting: May 15th @ 7:00pm
  BLB Luncheon: June 5th @ 11:30am
  Board Meeting: June 5th @ 6:30pm
  Club Breakfast:  June 14th @ 8:30am
  VE Session: June 26th @ 7:00pm


