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Club News
Membership Renews

Just a friendly reminder that Membership Dues are coming up. These
can be paid at a Club Meeting (on the 3™ Thursday of every month) or
sent in to the Club’s PO Box. The amount has increased a little this
year. For 1 year it is $20, for 5 years it is $75, for 10 years it is $145,
for 20 years it is $280, and for Lifetime it is $500. For the 1 year, each
additional Family Member is an additional $5. Dues are due January 1%
of each year. Newly licensed members get a year free. Donations to
the club can also be sent into the PO Box or taken care of at the Club
Meeting.

SMARS
P.O. Box 934
Battle Creek, Ml 49016

Paying Respect for a Silent Key

As many of you are aware, Gary Williams (NK2M) became a Silent Key
in late August. Gary was Club President when | joined and has always
been apart of the club in one form or another. He was acting Club Vice
President when he passed away. If you would like to pay respects to
Gary, his service will be at the North Avenue Church of God (1079
North Ave, Battle Creek, Ml 49017) at 1 PM October 17™. A Celebration
of Life will happen on October 18" 1 PM at American Legion #298 on
20" Street (228 N 20th St, Springfield, Ml 49037).

Scouting America Jamboree on the Air

SMARS will be participating in the Scouting America Jamboree on the
Air this October 18™ starting around 9 AM. We will be setup in the Fort
Custer Recreation Area, Whitford Lake Pavilion, during this event. We
will have multiple Trailers with SMARS Logo and 4 different radio
stations setup.

More information at this weeks Club Meeting. You can also find the
details on the Clubs Facebook page.

Other News

Amateur Radio Licensing Update During
US Government Shutdown

A bulletin sent to members of ARRL The National Association for
Amateur Radio® included information about the impact of the US
Government shutdown on licensing for the Amateur Radio Service.
The government shutdown began at 12:01 Eastern time on
Wednesday, October 1, 2025, when Congress had not passed an
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Upcoming Radio Contests

Looking for a little action on the
airwaves? You might want to check
out these upcoming contests!

School Club Roundup

Bands: All Bands, Except 60, 30, 17,
and 12 Meters

Mode: Phone, CW

Date: 10/20 — 10/24

URL: www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup

ARRL November Sweepstakes — CW
Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10
Meters

Mode: CW

Date: 11/01 — 11/03

URL: www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

EME - 2.3 GHz & Up
Bands: 2.3 GHz and Up
Mode: Phone, CW, Digital
Date: 10/20 — 10/24

URL: www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup

ARRL November Sweepstakes —
Phone

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10
Meters

Mode: Phone

Date: 11/15 - 11/17

URL: www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

160 Meter

Bands: 160 Meters

Mode: CW

Date: 12/05 — 12/07

URL: www.arrl.org/160-meter

10 Meter

Bands: 10 Meters
Mode: Phone, CW
Date: 12/13 — 12/14

URL: www.arrl.org/10-meter

Rookie Roundup - CW

Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 Meters
Mode: CW

Date: 12/21

URL: www.arrl.org/sweepstakes

*A more thorough listing of upcoming
Contests can be found on the ARRL's
web page ContestCalendar,

http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar

appropriations bill or other plan to keep the government funded for the
new fiscal year (begins October 1).
The Federal Communications Commission, which issues Amateur
Radio Service licenses, issued a Public Notice on Tuesday, September
30, indicating that it would suspend most operations following a
shutdown. “Aside from a few emergency and auction filing systems, all
other Commission electronic filing systems will be unavailable to the
public until normal agency operations resume,” said the FCC Notice.
ARRL Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (ARRL VEC) Manager Maria
Somma, AB1FM, said the FCC systems appeared to go off-line around
1 PM Eastern time on Wednesday, and are redirecting to the Public
Notice. This means the FCC will not be processing any amateur radio
license applications during the shutdown, which includes individual,
club, and exam session (new and upgrade) applications.
“But ARRL Volunteer Examiners should continue giving exam
sessions,” said Somma. “Keep doing what you’re doing. Keep serving
new and upgrade candidates for amateur radio licenses.” Somma also
urged that Volunteer Examiners continue to promptly forward session
results from their exams to the ARRL VEC.
“Please do not hold your session results. Send your sessions to us,
and ARRL VEC will continue to queue all applications as they are
received. Once the federal government reopens, ARRL VEC will
promptly resume submitting applications to the FCC for processing.
So, keep sending sessions to the ARRL VEC.”
The FCC'’s shutdown notice indicated that CORES registration system
would remain available for certain activities, but New Registrations
are currently not being accepted. This means that new applicants
cannot register for an FRN. This has created a temporary barrier for
individuals who wish to take an amateur radio exam but do not yet
have an FRN. Existing users can still log in and access their accounts
and applicants who already have an FRN can test without issue.
Temporary Testing Procedure Without an FRN:
Given the current situation, ARRL VEC will temporarily allow testing
without an FRN (FCC Registration Number), with the understanding
that:
1. The applicant would take the exam and receive a CSCE (Certificate
of Successful Completion of Examination).
2. Once CORES resumes issuing new registrations, the applicant
would:

* Register for an FRN.

* Contact the coordinating VEC with their FRN.

» The VEC will submit their application to the FCC.
In the ExamTools system candidates without an FRN should:
1. Use '0000000000' (ten zeros), then select "l don't have an FRN".
2. Complete the session registration.
CSCEs will be issued to successful candidates.
For teams using paper exams:
Candidates without an FRN should leave the FRN field blank on all
forms.
CSCEs will be issued to successful candidates.
This approach will preserve momentum for new licensees and avoid
delays in testing.
Note: Other VEC organizations may also offer similar alternative
testing methods. Please check with them directly for their specific
procedures.
Please continue to check the ARRL website for updates as they
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Upcoming Hamfests &
Conventions

11/15/2025

Fort Wayne Hamfest & Computer
Expo

Location: Fort Wayne, IN

Sponsor: Allen County Amateur
Radio Technical Society

Site:
https://www.fortwaynehamfest.com/

12/06/2025

FCARC Winter Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH
Sponsor: FCARC

Site: https://k8bxqg.org/hamfest

Silent Key

become available.

The FCC's Universal Licensing System (ULS) databases are also
currently unavailable to the public. ULS and related systems (like the
License Manager, License Search, Application Search, etc.) are not
accessible during the shutdown. Users cannot file applications with the
FCC, or access license data, including address information.

Article courtesy of http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-licensing-update-during-us-
government-shutdown

FCC Issues Notice of Violation for
Unauthorized One-Way Transmissions and
Denial of Inspection

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued a Notice
of Violation (NoV) to Mike F. Conte of Naples, Florida, citing alleged
rule violations related to unauthorized transmissions and refusal to
allow station inspection. The FCC notice by the Regional Director,
Region One, Enforcement Bureau, was released on September 29,
2025, and includes that Conte holds an Amateur Radio Service
license, KA2FPZ.

According to the Notice, FCC Enforcement Bureau agents from the
New York Field Office conducted an investigation on March 17, 2025.
Using direction-finding techniques, they located and monitored
transmissions on 7.200 MHz emanating from a residence owned by
Conte in Brookfield, Connecticut that appeared to be one-way
broadcasts originating from KA2FPZ.

According to the FCC, Conte was “pretending to speak with a station
he identified as KB2VBO,” -- a call sign not currently assigned to any
licensee. No station responded to the transmissions, and the Notice
included that “Conte later admitted to an agent that he was engaging in
one-way communication that was neither allowed nor exempted under
the rules.”

In addition to the alleged unauthorized broadcasting, the FCC reported
that “Agents were denied access to the Residence,” in violation of the
Commission’s rules.

The Notice of Violation outlines two specific rule violations:

e 47 CFR § 97.103(c) -- “The station licensee must make the station
and the station records available for inspection upon request by an
FCC representative.”

e 47 CFR § 97.113(b) -- “An amateur station shall not engage in any
form of broadcasting, nor may an amateur station transmit one-way
communications except as specifically provided in these rules . . .”
The Commission ordered Conte to respond in writing within 20 days of
the Notice’s release, providing a detailed explanation of the
circumstances, corrective actions taken, and a timeline for addressing
any remaining issues. The FCC emphasized that the Notice does not
preclude further action if warranted.

Article courtesy of http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-issues-notice-of-violation-for-
unauthorized-one-way-transmissions-and-denial-of-inspection



https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.fortwaynehamfest.com/
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-issues-notice-of-violation-for-unauthorized-one-way-transmissions-and-denial-of-inspection
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-issues-notice-of-violation-for-unauthorized-one-way-transmissions-and-denial-of-inspection
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-licensing-update-during-us-government-shutdown
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-licensing-update-during-us-government-shutdown
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/universal-licensing-system

Meeting Minutes 09/18/2025
Meeting Called to order at 1900

Sad to announce the passing of Gary Williams
NK2M A long time ham radio operator and friend
also served as club member and president twice
was recently our vice president. More to come
on his services.

Secretary’s Report: Motion made to accept,
Motion was passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made to accept,
Motion was passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

* Hamfest — No new updates at this time.

» Skywarn — Skywarn Report from Bret.
Thank you everyone for your time on the
sirens. They will soon be replacing all city
sirens. I-94 Rest area has been down for
three years, and Washington school will
get an upgrade or a replacement. They
will be monitored remotely in future. The
one for Marshall City Hall has already
been purchased. State Auxcom this fall
October test. CERT did a search over the
weekend with the DNR missing person
was still missing many participated and a
thanks to everyone who did.

* Field Day — No new updates at this time.

* Repeaters — Nothing to report regarding
the repeaters.

* VE - VE Session next month, October
23" at 7 PM. One person upgraded at the
last VE Session.

« POTA - Pota last weekend 18,667
contacts. Poder is on Saturday breakfast
at Café Tal at eight followed by set up and
contacts at Whitford lake Fort Custer
recreational area.

OLD BUSINESS:

» Saturday festival of the Forks 21st of
September 2:52 PM informational booth
Matt Woodman running the start time
Worthington to pull trailer for the parade
Matt will be in front of the Coca-Cola sign.

» Contacted by the Battle Creek optimist
club for a Battle Creek parade more info

to come on this.
« Still working on 5013C moving forward with
that.

NEW BUSINESS:
* Ralph Katz New ARRL public services

Presentation tonight from Dan Pasch coax SWR
thank you Dan

Meeting Adjourned at 2015 hours.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KESTPQ
SMARS Secretary




Board Meeting Minutes 10/02/2025

FINANCES:
« Checking $4,846.79
» Savings $6.94
e Cash on hand $70.00
e Total $4,923.73

Notes:
« None

Meeting called to order at 1830

Service for Gary Williams will be on October 17
North Ave., Church of god at 1 PM.

Celebration of life for Gary will be at the American
Legion on 20th St., October 18th at 1 PM.

Jamboree on the air October 18 Whitford lake for
a custard 9 AM to 5 PM Boy Scouts of America
needed someone to pull a trailer to the park for
the event.

Upcoming elections October 16, 2025 VP
needed.

October 16 George Guerin Will be doing a
presentation on Battle Creek special and hands-
on project.

501 C3! We are looking forward to proceeding
with this endeavor for club grants raffles
donations growing are SMARS Club.

It is confirmed we are in the Battle Creek parade
November 22 6 PM lineup 5:30 PM need
volunteers for decoration candy walkers candy
donations and someone to pull the trailer.

Sweets of superior October 26 set up 11 AM
Albion trick-or-treat 11 to 4.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melanie Lake, KESTPQ
SMARS Secretary
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S.M.A.R.S. W8DF Club Repeaters
2m Repeater 146.66MHz, -600KHz offset, CTCSS 94.8Hz
2m DStar 146.79 MHz, -600 KHz offset

*1.25m Repeater 224.240 MHz, -1.6 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz
APRS Digipeater/lgate, 144.39 MHz
*70cm Repeater 443.950 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 94.8 Hz
70cm DStar Repeater 442.7625 MHz, +5 MHz offset

*Note: 70cm & 1.25 meter repeaters are linked.

All repeaters are available via EchoLink (70cm and 1.25m are W8DF-R; 2m is W8DF-L)

Other Repeaters

2m Repeater 147.120 MHz, +600 KHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz
70cm Repeater 442.350 MHz, +5 MHz offset, CTCSS 186.2 Hz

Club Meeting

3rd Thursday of every month
Maple United Methodist
Church

342 Capital Avenue NE
Battle Creek, MI 49017

SKYWARN Coffee

1st Saturday of every month
Immediately after Siren Test
Coney Island, N.E. Capital
Battle Creek, M

BLB Luncheon

1st Thursday of every
month

Coney Island, 962 Capital
Ave NE, Battle Creek, Ml

SMARS Breakfast

2nd Saturday of every month
Coney Island, 962 Capital
Ave NE, Battle Creek, Ml

SMARS Nets:

Monday—~Friday 11:30 AM, 146.66 MHz
Sunday Evening 8:00 PM, 146.66 MHz
Monday 8:00 PM, 224.24 |/ 443.95 MHz
Wednesday 7:00 PM, 224.24 /443.95 MHz
Wednesday 8:00 PM, 28.365 MHz
Saturday 8:00 PM, 224.24 / 443.95 MHz

Other Nets:

Skywarn Net: Tuesday 7:00 PM, 147.12 MHz

Please see previous page for offsets and CTCSS tones

Upcoming Events:

Club Meeting: October 16th @ 7:00pm
BLB Luncheon: November 6th @ 11:30am
Board Meeting: November 6th @ 6:30pm
Club Breakfast: November 8th @ 8:30am
VE Session: October 23rd @ 7:00pm

Jamboree on the Air: October 18th @ 9:00am




