SOUTHERN MICHIGAN AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

COMMENTS

This month SMARS will be active in the annual Field Day
exercise. The plan is to use all three trailers with the
Georges on CW, a trailer primary phone on 20 and up
frequency, with the third devoted to the vhf spectrum. The
NA program that the club has used for the last several
years will be used as the record keeper.

One of the difficulties in previous operations has been
confusion with time. Make certain that your computer is
set on UMT. If this is not done and a power outage oc-
curs or the computer is shut down for any reason, when
the computer is next fired up it likely will show local time
with consequent confusion.

Don't worry about dupes. Go ahead an enter them as
they may have not been completed earlier. One of the
stations may not have made a complete contact and the
other one might not need a second try. This kind of prob-
lem will be solved later during the preparing of data for
submission. This happens quite often!

A listing of helpful hints rates a column in today’s Feed-
back. Read it for clues. Also within this Feedback you
will find further discussion of HB 2160 and the Michigan
attempt to get legisiation in support of PRB-1. At least 26
states have created legislation in this area. These do re-
quire your ACTIVE support. Some of you were around
when hams lost the 27 MHz band. There was a lot of
belly aching. But, we've been told only 7 letters were
sent in by hams to object. Not too long ago, half of the
220 band was ripped off for commercial usage. Business
wants our frequencies!

WASMFL
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W8DF-5 DIGIGATE

Actuaily, it is Digi/lgate, but digig‘é'te takes two fewer char-
acters to write (or send) and one less syllable to speak.

The WB8DF-5 digigate came to full life on May 23. Jason-
KD8DAK climbed 120 feet up the tower, mounted a pair of
old Cushcraft two-meter dipoles and secured 150 feet of
LMR400 feedline on the way down. The feedline is
attached to an elderly Kenwood TR7730 transmitting 30
watts of digital data and is interfaced to a TNC-X. The
TNC-X has an internal USB adapter which works nicely as
a serial RS232 port.

This whole mess is run by UIView32 and SV2AGW's Pack-
etEngine. Southern Michigan is already served well by
digipeaters and another one isn't really necessary but
comes as part of a digigate. The primary goal of this digi-
gate is to receive digipeated data packets and gate them to
the internet as well as recieve packets from the internet and
transmit them on RF to stations capable of receiving data
addressed to them.

Does it work? | think so. | have seen data packets from
N8TJG, NK8X, K8BRC, KB8ZGL and W8FSM digi's rou-
tinely placed on the internet. | have even seen packets
digi'ed from central Wisconsin gated to the internet by
W8DF-5 as well as countless others.

I have experimented sending and receiving text messages
via APRS. | have been able to exchange text with N8TJG
while he was driving his pickup through town. KD8DAK re-
ceived a message on his Yaesu VX8R. The response
from KD8KRS in Beulah, Mi was (via e-mail) How did you
do that? when the message was displayed on a VX8R.

All this stuff is running on a computer and DSL shared with
Echolink. All indication are they get along just fine.

Don-W8RVT



Board of Directors

President
Not Occupied
w?

Vice President
Norman “Ned” Davis
WB4BKO
wb4bko@arrl.net

Secretary
John Davidson
KC8WMM
kc8wmm@arrl.net

Treasurer
Don Larkin
W8RVT
w8rvt@arrl.net

Past President
Russ Beutler
N8UU
N8uu@mei.net

Advisory Committee

Public Information
Officer
Lewis (Lou) Ryason
WB8WXS
wb8wxs@mei.net

Trustee
Russ Beutler
N8UU
n8uu@mei.net

Technical Engineer
David Gerber
ABSHK
David@mei.net

Editor
Marion Davidson
WASMFL
wa8mfil@arrl.net

SMARS Web Site
www.w8df.com
All correspondence
should be addressed to
SMARS
P. O. box 934
Battle Creek, Ml. 49016

ARRL FIELD DAY TIPS AND
TECHNIQUES THAT
EVERYONE CAN USE

Many amateurs treat ARRL Field Day (June
27-28) as a contest, even though it isn't one
<http://www.arrl.org/fieldday>. But if your
idea of Field Day fun is to go for the highest
score possible, ARRL Contest Branch Man-
ager Sean Kutzko, KX9X, offered the follow-
ing suggestions at the ARRL Field Day Fo-
rum at the 2009 Dayton Hamvention.

1) You will get many more stations in your
log by calling CQ than by tuning the dial and
answering CQs; however, if you're calling
CQ and not getting any replies, keep calling.
Most major contesters call CQ for several
minutes at a time before giving up. Giving
up after three or four CQs is giving up too
soon.

2) Keep your CQs short and to the point:
"CQ Field Day, CQ Field Day,Whiskey-One-
Alfa-Whiskey, Field Day." Wait about 5 sec-
onds between CQs -- this gives stations
enough time to answer you.

3) Use standard phonetics. "Cute” phonetics
don't always get through and they can con-
fuse newer operators.

4) When working a station, you should give
your exchange information only once and
keep it simple. "Whiskey-One-Alfa-Whiskey,
copy three Foxtrot Connecticut, QSL?" If
they didn't get all of the exchange, they will
ask for a repeat.

5) If you are running a pileup: Once you have
pulled a call out of the pileup, give your ex-
change information first. Here's an example:
"Whiskey-One-Alfa-Whiskey, copy 3F Con-
necticut, QSL?" Don't ask for the calling sta-
tion's information first -- this will reduce any
sense of rhythm and timing in the pileup.

6) If you get a pileup of stations and can't
make out an entire call, listen for one letter
and ask for it specifically: "The station with
Deita only, go ahead.”

7) When you get the other station's informa-
tion, keep your acknowiedgment simple.
"QSL, thanks, QRZ Field Day from Whiskey-
One-Alfa-Whiskey."

8) Find a comfortable pace for you and
maintain that pace. You will tire quickly if you
are screaming into the microphone or trying
to work stations too quickly. This leads to in-
efficiency.

9) Use a headset with a boom microphone
and a foot switch -- this frees up your hands
to log QSOs. Writing or typing with a mike in
your hand slows you down.

10) Go for as many bonus points as you pos-
sibly can. Numerous opportunities exist, from
copying the Field Day message to ending
traffic to using natural power for QSOs.

These tips should help maximize your score
on Field Day. Remember: No matter how you
choose to enjoy Field Day, maximize your
fun, however you define it.

AN EXPLANATION

A diplexer allows radios on different bands to use the same an-
tenna - as opposed to a duplexer that enables a receiver and trans-
mitter on the same band to share the antenna.

Using a diplexer can be mighty handy on the VHF bands where a
log-periodic or discone can easily cover 6 meters through 70 cm
(and beyond). George WB2VNV recommends the Austin Antenna
diplexers - actually a misnomer, since they make di-, tri-, and even
pentaplexers that cover five different bands (28-50, 144, 220, 440
MHz, and 1.2 GHz). One -plexer at each end of a feed line would
allow multiple radios to use multiple monoband antennas, too. Just
the savings on feed line is substantial.

A duplexer has a different use. It allows the use of one antenna for
both the transmitter and the receiver such as in repeaters.





















